
Prayer in Scripture

The example of Jesus prayers

Matthew 14:23
And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray.
Now when evening came, He was alone there.

Matthew 26:38-39
Then He said to them, "My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch
with Me." He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if it is
possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will." 

Mark 1:35
Now in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, He went out and departed to a
solitary place; and there He prayed

Mark 6:46
And when He had sent them away, He departed to the mountain to pray.

Luke 3:21-22
When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while He
prayed, the heaven was opened. And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon
Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, "You are My beloved Son; in You I am well
pleased."
 
Luke 6:12
Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all
night in prayer to God.

Luke 9:18
And it happened, as He was alone praying, that His disciples joined Him, and He asked them,
saying, "Who do the crowds say that I am?"
 
Luke 11:1
Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His
disciples said to Him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples."

John 6:15
Therefore when Jesus perceived that they were about to come and take Him by force to make
Him king, He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone.
 
The priority of prayer

Matthew 5:44
But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you,
and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,

Matthew 9:38
Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."
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Matthew 18:19
"Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be
done for them by My Father in heaven.

Matthew 6:5-8
"And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the
synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to
you, they have their reward. But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut
your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you openly. And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they
think that they will be heard for their many words. "Therefore do not be like them. For your
Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him

Matthew 21:21-22
So Jesus answered and said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt,
you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, "Be
removed and be cast  into the sea,'  it  will  be  done.  And whatever  things  you  ask  in  prayer,
believing, you will receive." 

Mark 9:29
So He said to them, "This kind can come out by nothing but prayer and fasting."
 
Mark 11:17
Then He taught, saying to them, "Is it not written, "My house shall be called a house of prayer for
all nations'? But you have made it a "den of thieves."

Mark 14:38
Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."
 
Luke 11:1-13
Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His
disciples said to Him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples."
So He said to them, "When you pray, say: 

Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us day by day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins,
For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And do not lead us into temptation, 
But deliver us from the evil one."
  
And He said to them, "Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at midnight and say to
him, "Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine has come to me on his journey, and I have
nothing to set before him'; and he will answer from within and say, "Do not trouble me; the door
is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give to you'? I say to you,
though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he
will rise and give him as many as he needs.
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Luke 22:40
When He came to the place, He said to them, "Pray that you may not enter into temptation."
 
Jesus’ need for prayer

John 5:19-20
Then Jesus answered and said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of
Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner.
For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself does; and He will show
Him greater works than these, that you may marvel.

John 7:16
Jesus answered them and said, "My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me.

John 8:28
Then Jesus said to them, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and
that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things.

John 8:38
I speak what I have seen with My Father, and you do what you have seen with your father."
 
John 12:49
For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command,
what I should say and what I should speak.

John 15:15
No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have
called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.

John 17:7
Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are from You.

Jesus commissioned His disciples to spread the gospel

Acts 1:4-5
And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but
to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me;  for John truly
baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 

Acts 1:12-14
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath
day's journey. And when they had entered, they went up into the upper room where they were
staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James
the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James. These all continued with
one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with
His brothers.
 
Acts 2:1
When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.
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Four aspects of ministry 

Acts 2:42
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,
and in prayers.

The results of ministry

Acts 2:43-47
Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.
Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common,  and sold their possessions
and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. So continuing daily with one accord
in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and
simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the
church daily those who were being saved.

Corporate prayer

Acts 4:24
So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said: "Lord, You are
God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them,

Acts 12:1-17
Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some from the church. 2Then
he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 3And because he saw that it pleased the Jews,
he proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the Days of Unleavened Bread. 4So
when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to
keep him, intending to bring him before the people after Passover.  Peter was therefore kept in
prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church.  6And when Herod was
about  to  bring  him out,  that  night  Peter  was  sleeping,  bound  with  two chains  between  two
soldiers; and the guards before the door were keeping the prison. 7Now behold, an angel of the
Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the prison; and he struck Peter on the side and raised him
up, saying, "Arise quickly!" And his chains fell off his hands.  8Then the angel said to him, "Gird
yourself and tie on your sandals"; and so he did. And he said to him, "Put on your garment and
follow me." 9So he went out and followed him, and did not know that what was done by the angel
was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 10When they were past the first and the second guard
posts, they came to the iron gate that leads to the city, which opened to them of its own accord;
and they went out and went down one street, and immediately the angel departed from him. And
when Peter had come to himself, he said, "Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent His
angel, and has delivered me from the hand of Herod and from all the expectation of the Jewish
people. "So, when he had considered this, he came to the house of Mary, the mother of John
whose surname was Mark, where many were gathered together praying.  13And as Peter knocked at
the door of the gate, a girl named Rhoda came to answer. 14When she recognized Peter's voice,
because of her gladness she did not open the gate, but ran in and announced that Peter stood
before the gate. 15But they said to her, "You are beside yourself!" Yet she kept insisting that it was
so. So they said, "It is his angel." Now Peter continued knocking; and when they opened the door
and saw him, they were astonished. 17But motioning to them with his hand to keep silent, he
declared to them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, "Go, tell these
things to James and to the brethren." And he departed and went to another place.
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Acts 16:13
And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily
made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there.

Acts 21:5
When we had come to the end of those days, we departed and went on our way; and they all
accompanied us, with wives and children, till we were out of the city. And we knelt down on the
shore and prayed.

Ephesians 6:18
praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all
perseverance and supplication for all the saints-

Importance of prayer

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Be joyful always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.

1 Timothy 2:1-4
Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be
made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
life in all godliness and reverence. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

James 4:2b
Yet you do not have because you do not ask.

James 5:13-16
Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms.  s anyone
among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will
raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.  Confess your trespasses to one
another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a
righteous man avails much.

Acts 6:1-4
Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint
against  the  Hebrews  by  the  Hellenists,  because  their  widows  were  neglected  in  the  daily
distribution. Then  the  twelve  summoned  the  multitude  of  the  disciples  and  said,  "It  is  not
desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. Therefore, brethren, seek out
from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we
may appoint  over  this  business; but  we will  give  ourselves  continually  to  prayer  and to  the
ministry of the word."

Isaiah 65:24
Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear.
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John 16:24
Up to this time you have not asked a thing in My Name; but now ask and keep on asking and you
will receive, so that your joy maybe full and complete.

John 15:7
If you remain in Me and My word remains in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given 
you.

Matthew 6:33
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

Matthew 17:19-21
He said to them, "Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith as a grain 
of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and 
nothing will be impossible to you."

Mark 11:24-25
Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be 
yours.

Matthew 7:7-8
"Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For 
every one who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.

Philippians 4:6-7
Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Hebrews 4:16
Let us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in good time for every need.

1 John 5:14-15
And this is the confidence which we have in him, that if we ask anything according to his will he 
hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have obtained the
requests made of him.

1 Timothy 2:8
I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing.

2 Chronicles 7:14
if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal 
their land.

Acts 6:4
but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word."
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1 John 4:16
And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 
God, and God in him.

Jeremiah 33:3
'Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not 
know.'

Acts 12:4-6
So Peter was kept in prison; but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church.

Psalm 116:1-2
I love the LORD, because he has heard my voice and my supplications. Because he inclined his
ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as I live.

Jeremiah 29:13
You will seek me and find me; when you seek me with all your heart,

Isaiah 55:6
"Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near;

2 Chronicles 16:9
For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show his might in behalf
of those whose heart is blameless toward him. You have done foolishly in this; for from now on
you will have wars."

Ephesians 3:20
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all that
we ask or imagine,

1 Peter 3:12
For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face
of the Lord is against those that do evil."

James 1:5
If  any of  you lacks wisdom, let  him ask God, who gives to all  men generously and without
reproaching, and it will be given him.

Romans 15:13
Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit

Ephesians 2:4-7
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we 
were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and 
raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the 
ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus.
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Ephesians 3:14-21
For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole
family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His
glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in
your  hearts  through  faith;  that  you,  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  may  be  able  to
comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height--  to know the
love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now
to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the
power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever
and ever. Amen.

1 Thessalonians 3:11-13
 Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way to you.  and 
may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and to all, just as we do to 
you, so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.

1 Peter 2:9
But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that
you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

Isaiah 44:3
For I will pour water on him who is thirsty, and floods on the dry ground; I will pour My Spirit
on your descendants, and My blessing on your offspring; 

Acts 17:26-28
And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and
has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should
seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from
each one of us; for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets
have said, "For we are also His offspring.'

John 17:11, 20-21
Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father,
keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are "I do
not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; that they
all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the
world may believe that You sent Me.

1 John 3:21-22
Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. And whatever we
ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are
pleasing in His sight
 
John 15:16
You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and
 that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.

Acts 4:12
Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved."
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John 14:12-14
"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and
greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. And whatever you ask in My
name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, 
I will do it.
 
Colossians 3:17
And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father through Him.

1 John 5:13-15
These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may
know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of
God. Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His
will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the
petitions that we have asked of Him.
 
Ephesians 5:20
giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Ephesians 6:18
praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all
perseverance and supplication for all the saints

Romans 8:26-27
Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as
 we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be
 uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He
 makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.
 
Ephesians 5:18
And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,

1 Peter 5:7
casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.

1 Peter 4:7-8
The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray.
Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.

Colossians 4:2
Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving.

Romans 15:30
Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that 
you strive together with me in prayers to God for me,
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